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The “Shakespeare” wedding dress:
the coming together of Lyonnais textile expertise

In his autumn-winter 1980 haute couture collection, Yves Saint Laurent chose to pay
homage to the poets and writers he much admired. The fashion show closed to the
tragic strains of Mahler in an almost liturgical staging. The model Mounia, wearing an
elaborate wedding dress, walked slowly down the runway before kneeling like a figure in
an icon, This dress, a tribute to William Shakespeare, harks back to Elizabethan times.

A symbiosis of Lyonnais ingenuity

The exceptional shine of the wedding dress is due to an accumulation of luxurious
materials by the greatest Lyon silk houses. The coat is made of a cloqué fabric by
Bucol, as are the Venetian turban and belt. The dress is made of a damask-like fabric
from Abraham with braid work by Mérieux. The arm cuffs are draped with lamé from
Bianchini, while the tulle in the long veil comes from Hurel.

20 = Preceding page:  Evening dress (detail), autumn-winter 1991 haute couture collection
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